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" McKownville Improvement Assn. . - { T RFEIPIT
5 Norwood St. - = - < E
Albany, N.Y. 12203 S {'i,r P

;-Dear Mr. Reeb

: I have bee1 able to extract the free en01neer1no expertlse

'by Ronald LaBerge Erngineers from the Crossgates people for concept
. -layout of recreational facilities in McKownville area. L have in . E ?

~my possession a layout for the. McKownv1lle Reserv01r and also one ' !

for the McKown Crove site.

_ - would suggest that a meetlng be arranged between the
McKownville Improvement Association officers and the Town at your
earliest convenience to discuss which of the fac;lltlns you would
recommend for the McKownv1lle citizens. '

I shall await a sug geshed mutual date from you- i- - Co ‘
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e C rl J; Walters:
CiW:rl - '
_cc:. DB. Moore




“conflict to the zoning and the wmaster planning for this area in that commercial

" CROSSGATES GROUP

Exscutive Park Tower
Albany, New York 12203

{518} 482-895)

‘Ocrober 18, 1578

Mr, Carl J. Walters

"Town Supervisor

Guilderiand Town Hall
Route 20 .
Guilderland, New York 12084

"Dear Mr. Halters:

Our environmental consultants, Jason M. Cortell and Associates, have advised us
that the water classification for the Krum K1ill'drainage basin directly adjacent
to the Crossgates site Is "A"., It is our understanding that the reason this
drainage basin is classified "A" is because the McKownville water district has
designated this area as a potable water source, This desigoation is in direct

developoent is not feasible unless parking lot run off can be discharged directly

into cthe drainage basin. '

Our consultants have also advised us that it is doubtful that any type development
-of some magnitude could take place in the general area unless the water classi-
fication were changed to at least "CI", and prefersbly to "D'". We, therefore,
Tequest that the Town Board of the Town of Guilderland take the appropriate action
‘to reclassify the Krum Kill drainage basin to a "D" classification so that the
highest and best use of the land may take place.

We recognize that in accomplishing this reclassification the McKownville reservoir
-adjacent to Stuyvesant Plaza must be abandoned as a water source. We feel that
the McKownville reservoir has unique potential for the Town of Guilderland, and

we are in favor of turning this reservolr into a recreational area and ice skating
park.. We have reviewad the annual costs assoclated with operating this type
recreational area, and we are willing to enter into a contractual agreement with
the Town of Guilderland which assures that the operating costs of this facility
are funded by Crossgates. We would prefer that the Town of Guilderland assume
responsibility for the administration of this park and that the town bill us
directly for the costs associated with operation. In lieu of this, we would be
adlling to use our mall management staff to operate the park if necessary.

To support our request that the Town Board reclassi{y the drainage basin, we attach
the following docuibents: \ .

1. Procedure ‘necessary to accomplish the reclassification.
2. 'Letter from the Albany County Kealth Department addressiug the question .

of the use of this drainage basin as a valid potable water source.

Cont'd...
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fa.l Report from J. K. Fraser, consul:ants,'concerning the use of this drainage
basin as a potable water source. '

4. Letter and memorandum from Jason M. Cortell and Associates, Inc., consultants,
concerning McKownville Reservoir and Krum Kill drainage basin.

S. Estimate of operating costs associated with developing the McKownville
Regervoir into a recreational area. )
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Very fruly yours,
L _/
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Rop;f G. Sproul

‘RGS/3le . /4//

<Attachments
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 MEMORANDUM Ru: RECLASSIFICATION or, AND PARK ON TIIE KRUM KILL

This memo sets out the necessary steps and legal require- _ .

ments in order to be able to accom plish the following goals: -

(1} To secure D.E.C. approval of a suitable water supply
source for the McKownville-Birchmont Water District.

(2) To allow the Town of Guilderland and Crossgates to
discharge storm water into the Krum Kill.

(3) To allow the McKownville-Birchmont Water District
property to be developed into a recreational park.

- The first major step to therealization of these goals is the
reclassification of the Krum Kill from an “A" stream to a "D" stream.
The Krum Kill is classified "A" at present because D.E.C. still has
it officially listed as the water supply source for the McKownville-

Birchmont Water District. Therefore, the first sub-step is the"de-

designation”of this stream as a water source.

The New York State Environmental Conservation Law, in Section

. "No person or public corporation ... shall have
any power to do the following until such person or
public corporation hus [irst submitted the maps and
- plans therefor to the Department of Environmental
Conservation as hereinaiter provided, and until the
department shall have approved the same . . . . :

ga) To acquire or take a water supply or an
additional water supply from an existing approved
source . . . . " ' : .

: The only approved source at present for the McKownville-
Birchmont Water District is the McKownville Reservoir and the Krum Kill
‘a5 originally approved in 1948 and modified from time to time.. The
McKownville Water District and the Town of Guilderland is therefore
presently in violation of Section 15-1501 because it is presently gettin
its water from the Westmere Water District, a source not approved for th
McKownville-Birchmont Water District. - '

Section 15-1503 specifies the procedure for making application
to the Department of Environmental Conservation for approval of an
additional water source. It specifies among other things that the

~application shall be accompanied by proof of adequate authorization for

project, the maps and plans of the proposal, if any, a statement of the
need for the particular source requested, the reasons therefor, the
appropriateness of the particular source in consideration of other sourc
of supply which are or may beocome available, the adequacy of the supply
and such proof as the departiment shall require about the character and
purity of the water supply proposed.



L Subsection (2) of 15-1503 specifies the Department's
| procedure upon receiving an application. It states that the D.E.C, .
| shall call for a‘puhlic hearing on the application and publish and R
{ mail certain notices ol this public hearing. . R
One of the necessary elements of the required application
is proof of the adequate authorization of the proposal. The authoriza-
cion referred to is specified in Section 196 of the Town Law, and Part
601.4 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations. Section 1396 states
that: "When the Town Board shall have established a .... watexr district
and adopted a plan ., . . for such district, suchk plan shall not be
" modified by the board . . . except after public notice . . . of intention
to modify the same". — T

, The same section said that the notice must be published in
the official newspaper and shall state the particulars of the proposed
modification, and the time and place when the Board will consider any
objections to such proposed modification. This "objection day" shall be
not less than 10 nor more than 20 days after the first publication of
the notice.

P [f, after mecoting, hearing any objections, and deliberating

{ on the preposal, the Board desires to adopt a resolution changing the
water district plan, then Section 196 of the Town Law says that a revised
or additional map and profile shall be made showing the change, and such
maps must be kept in the Town Clerk's Office and open to public

' inspection.

- “‘“-w(‘)\._k_,.

It is this resolution adopting a change in the water district
-plan to which Section 15-1503 refers when requiring that the application
to D.E.C. be accompanied by proof of adequate authorization for the
project. '

Unlike a resolution to consolidate two water districts, which
“ pursuant to Town Law §206 is subject to a permissive referendum, a
resolution modifying the plan of a water district undexr §196 is not
) lsubjectrto referendum, permissive or otherwise. The only unusual pre-
requisite to a resolution under §1396 is that notice of the proposal must
pe given as specified above. )

_ When the D.E.C. has approved a new source of supply for the
icKownville-Birchmont District, and has "de-designated" the Krum Kill
as such source, the way is clear to apply to D.E.C. for reclassification
of the Krum Kill. This step is necessary to permit storm watey dis-.
c¢harge, and to facilitate the construction of the park. -

: Reclassification procedures are specified in Part 609 of
Volume 6A of the Codes, Rules & Regulations of the State of New York
(6A, N.Y.C.R.R., 609},

The application can be mude by the Town of Guilderland by
veri fied petition accompanied by supporting exhibits and documents.
Upon receipt of an accueptable application, D.E.C. will call a public
hearing as soon as practicable on not more than 30 nox less than 20
days notice., Only puarsons who file a Notice of Appearance prior to
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the hearing, which notice states the specific grounds fox cbjection,

e

can be heard at the hearing. After the hearing, D.E.C. will render its
decision on the reclassification and will advise the applicant.

- SUMMATION |
To accomplish the goals stated above, the following steps
are necessary: oo _ '
T, Devicer THE fLrN. :
o 1. Publication of a notice stating the Town of Guilderland':
intent to modify the McKownville-Birchmont Water District Plan to
provide for a new source of water supply. :

_ 2. The adoption of a resolution modifying such plan subject
to D.E.C. approval, and authorizing an engineer toO prepare new maps
and plans showing the modification.

3. “The filing of these ncv plans in the Town Clerk's
-office. '

4. The fiiiﬁj'of an .appropriate application to D.E.C. regue
ing approval of the modified plans and “"de-designation” of the Krum
‘Kill. : ' ’

5 publication by the ptown of Guilderland of a notice of

-public hearing in such manner as the Commission will determine not
. exceeding four weeks. ' '

, 6. Participation by the Town of Cuilderland as petitioner :
E.C.hearing. '

7. Receipt of D.E.C. decision on designation of new source
nde~-designation® of the Krum Kill. .

g. Petition by the Town of Guilderland to D.E.C. for re-
classification of the Krum Kill.

. 9. The publication of, and mailing to designated persons d
a notice of public hearing on the reclassification.

10. Participation by the Town of Guilderland as petitionerx

in D.E.C.'s hearing.
11. Receipt of D.E.C.'s decision on reclassification.
. . Respectfully sybmitted,
GRAIIAM AND EGLESTON

;- ECR Y
A o

,ﬂ”’Scbtﬁ F. Chatfield/
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386 ORANGE STREET
NUW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06531
203/789.0200

September 19, 1978

Mr. Robert G. Sproul, Jr.
Crossgates Group

P.O. Box 8094

Albany, New York 12203

RE: Kyrum Kill Water Quélity

Dear Mr. Sproul:

‘We have completed a preliminary water quality evaluation of

existing conditions in the upper Krum Kill Creek drainage
basin. The attached memorandum summarizes our observations.
As you know, the Crossgates Site runoff enters the McKownville
Water District Resevoir, which, together with the headwatexs
on the Crossgates Site, carries a water guality classification
of "A" by New York State. Although the resevoir is not now

‘used as a public water supply, there has been .some interest
in rehabilitating it as a back-up or secondary source. The

memorandum indicates some of the water quality conditions
having a bearing on that use.

There are existing water quality problems in the McKownville
Resevoir wilh conéentrations of iron, manganese and zinc.
Concentrations of lead are presently at the maxinum recommend-—
ed level. Total dissolved solids are sufficiently high that
further urbanization of the watershed may well result in a

_violation of that standard as well.

while virtually any source of raw water can be réndered

" potable, there are economic and energy costs associated

with the application of appropriate technologices. Unfortunately,

many of these technologies which might be applicable to the
. water treatment requirements of the District are relati wly

expensive from both a capital and operation and maintenanse
standpoint. Also, because the safe yield of the resevolr is
probably limited to no more than a half million gallons per
day, the unit costs of trcatment are relatively high because
small facilities are not as able to take advantage of economies
of scale as a 10 mgd facility, for example.

Recognizing that the use of the McKownville Resevolr as a
secondary water supply requires a substantial public investment
in treatment facilities, there remains the policy question of
whether the investment is a proper one in light of conflicting
prioritiecs. This is a quesiton which can only be resolved .
through the .political process. However, standard comprchensive
planning practice over the past twenty years Or SO has been to
discourage the continuance of many small local utility systems

CWALTHAM MASSACHULETTS « NLW MAVEN CONNECTICUT » GLADSTONE KEW JERSEY
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‘Mr. Robert G. Sproul, Jr.
September 19, 1978
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$n continuously urbanized arcas in favor of systems scrving municipal-
wide or even metropolitan-wide arcas. The implementation of Federal
safe Drinking Water Act regulations may have a bearing on this trend,
‘however, since standards for the larger systems are somewhat more
stringent than for smaller, cownunity systcms. "

‘All in all, the use of the McKownville resevoir, even as a back-up
supply, doas not apprar to bYe an atiractive alternative, due to the
high concentrations of iron and manganese, if there is another water
source available without these problems.

Sincerely,

JASON M. CORTELL and ASSOCIATES INC.
- P ‘.’
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" Richard Careaga u/_
Environmental Planner

JMCA 420



