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Many users will find that the Dreamweaver CS4 user interface is a fairly radical
departure from previous versions. It can be customized by the user to match each
person’s own work environment preferences. In this document we will explore the
options so that you can set up Dreamweaver to work best for you. It is not possible to
discuss every option in a short document such as this one. The highlights will be covered
and we will encourage you to explore the rest.

The new Dreamweaver default layout is illustrated below.

Note that the insert bar is now a panel on the right side of the screen. Other panels,
including the Properties Inspector, remain their traditional places.
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The Insert panel can be changed by clicking the options button at the
right hand end of the Menu bar at the top of the screen. Select from
the list which insert options you wish to display. The illustration on
the right shows the panel with the Data option selected. The
Common panel is used most often.

Dreamweaver CS4 can be set to display a “classic” interface that
strongly resembles versions that include Dreamweaver MX and CS3.
The image below illustrates this setting. Note that the Insert bar is
now at the top of the screen and there is no Insert panel on the right
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The label of this button depends on which layout is selected.
In the illustration on the right, the Designer layout is chosen.

The Classic mode is popular with users who are familiar with

the earlier versions of Dreamweaver. However, you should v
select the layout mode that you prefer and which best suits

your working style. There is even a dual screen option that

will be useful if you use two monitors.

App Developer E
App Developer Flus 1
Classic
Coder
Coder Plus 1
Designer

Designer Compact
Dual Screen t

Reset 'Designer’ ¢
MNew Workspace...
Manage Warkspaces...
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The Window item on the Menu bar provides options that allow

you to select which panels are open. The image on the right [W‘"E§w Heb | @Y B &
illustrates the choices. Dreamweaver traditionalists often prefer [7o0 . oo )
to have the Insert panel (or bar) and the Properties inspector | cssstyies S L
open all the time. You may also wish to have the Files panel | APEements  F2 I
open so you can send files to the server quickly. Databases Ctrl +Shift+10
| EBindings Ctrl4+F10

Server Behaviors  Ctrl+Fg
Other panel options include the History panel, Behaviors panel, Components  Cirl+F7
and CSS Styles panel. Advances users will find the AP v F8
Elements, Bindings, and other panels to be helpful. Snippets Shift+73

Taq Inspector Fg
Depending on the workspace you have selected, these panels s |
will often open in a column on the far right side of your screen. Frames shift-+F2
The panels can be undocked and floated around the workspace if | Soerseser 2 \
desired. Users of the very early versions of Dreamweaver may Extensions '
recall that it featured floating panels by default. As the program Workspace Layout ’
became more complicated the panels took up more and more fdefenes T
important screen real estate. Undocking the panels may be e il
useful in some instances, but caution must be exercised so that Tile Verticaly

your work space does not become cluttered thereby causing your | v *Unfited-
work flow to slow.

. . . . Insert Modify F t G z
The View menu item on the Menu bar gives you a wide range of e Dmmg
options for controlling the appearance of your work space. Several [ 2o = < ,g
of the options can be used to increase the usefulness of the general E 3
: - it All 14Shift pL
interface. :1> ;Eaﬁdm Eglﬁltmﬁ&w l.
e Code
Included are zoom in and out features and a magnification option. |
You can also select how to split the screen if you show both the 11 v code endossen
Code and Design panels at the same time. e Ve Tom
Switch Views Ctrl+ |
Live View allows you to show a page as if it were being displayed =) Reffesh Design Ve F;“ u
. Live View Alt+F11
Wlth a. browser Live View Options 4
- - . - - Head Content Crl+5hift+H
It is worthwhile taking some extra time to explore the many choices. + Noscrpt Content
One set of handy options that most users neglect to select is the o .
ability to add rulers and guides to the works space. Rulers and P .
guides are helpful when the user is trying to align objects on a page. Rulers ,
Grid 4
Guides 3
Explore the many options available on the View menu item. Jaeng nzce X
w Display External Files
s
Toobars 4
Related Files 3
v Show Spry Tooltips
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The Preferences panel is illustrated below. To gain access to this

panel click Edit on the Menu bar and then select Preferences on i
the drop down menu.

Preferences

Category

General

Accessibility

AP Elements

Code Coloring
Code Format
Code Hints

Code Rewriting
Copy/Paste

55 Styles

File Compare

File Types / Editors
Fonts

Highlighting
Invisible Elements
Mew Document
Preview in Browser
Site

Status Bar
Validator

General

Find and Replace...

Refresh Code Hints
Code Hint Tools

Repeating Entries
Code Collapse

Tag Libraries...

Keyboard Shortcuts.. .

Document options: [+] Show Welcome Screen

Editing options:

Help

|:| Reopen documents on startup
Warn when opening read-only files

Enable Related Files

Update links when moving files:

Show dialog when inserting objects

Enable double-byte inline input

Switch to plain paragraph after heading

[] allow multiple consecutive spaces

Use <strong> and <em> in place of <b> and <i=

Warn when placing editable reqgions within <p= or <h1=-<hé> tags
Centering: (%) Use <div>tag () Use <center> tag

Maximum number of history steps:

Spelling dictionary: |English (American) b |

Ctrl+F

Cirl+,

@\ﬂew Insert Modify Format
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] [ Cancel
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The Preferences panel is where you specify how Dreamweaver will act as you use it to
build your Web pages. While most of the other options we have discussed so far involve
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the appearance of Dreamweaver, the Preferences allow you to decide how it will
accomplish tasks such as code writing.

Select a menu item in the Category column on the left side of the panel. The General item
is shown above. In the center of the panel you can select the various options for the
preferences. Choose another category item and then select the appropriate options.

Explore each category to discover the degree to which you can customize Dreamweaver
Cs4.
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