WILLIAM STILES BENNET

After William S. Bennet graduated from Albany Law School in 1892, he
established & law firm in New York City. In 1900, backed by the colorful
COP boss of Menhattan, Colonel Abrahsm Gruber, Williasm Bennet was elected
+t0 the Assembly, representing Manhattan's 21st election district, He was
re-elected again in 1802. As assemblyman, Bennet passed all the early labor
legislation of the American Federation of Iabor, sponsored the Employer's
Tiability Bill, which was a forerunner of the Workmen's Compensation Act,
and put through an SPCA bill that outlawed the shooting of live pigeons from
traps. In January of 1902, he imtroduced & bill to make it & misdemeanor to
flirt on a public thoroughfare. Though the bill did not pass, it evoled much
laughter in the Legislature and received nationsl press coverage. Dorothy
Dix, Lonely-Hearts columnist, commented on the futility of such a measure.
Tn 1903, Mr. Bennet was appointed judge of the newly created Twelfth Municipal
Court District by Mayor Seth Low. In 1904, he ran for Congress and won,
serving from 1905 to 1911, and returning to serve from 1915 to 1917. As &
member of the immigretion committee in Congress, he supported a liberal im-
migration policy and was instrumental in ereating the United States Immigration
Commission. He also served on & bipartisan Rules Committee that drafted leg~
islation under which World War I was fought, end which was also applied in
World War IT. In the 59th Congress, he wasg one of a group that made the first
reclassification of United States postal carriers and clerks. He fought to
keep the Broocklyn Navy Yard activated. Although close to President Theodore
Rosevelt, William Taft, and Herbert Hoover, he declined appointments from them.

From 1920 to 1933, Mr, Bennet was general counsel to the Edward Hines
Iumber Company. Although out of Congress, he was influential in having cer-
tain measures passed; classification of the lumber industry under Secretary
of Commerce Herbert Hoover and the Teriff Bills of 1922 and 1930, under
President Franklin D. Roosevelt to push the Chandler Act, which permitted a
corporation, financlally in trouble, to reorgenize without the stigma of
bankruptey. After many years of private law practice, Mr. Bennet, at the age
of sevenbty-thres “in 1922, ran &s congressman from the gsolidly Democratic 2lst
Congressional District on & sbrong eivil rights platform. His Tammeny rival
squeaked by with 1,571 votes in a very slim victory over William S. Bennet.
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