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Annual Meeting
Held October 3rd

In quick succession the members
of the Association present at the
Annual Meeting of the Association
held in the State Office Building,
on the evening of October 3rd,
heard unfolded the chief events in
the most active year which the As-
sociation has enjoyed. In addi-
tion to reviewing the activities of
the Association year, the Consti-
tution of the Association was
changed to make it possible for all
members wherever located to vote
by ballot at future annual elections
of officers, and also to permit
closer organization with the great-
er development of usefulness of
the Association headquarters.

The following six-point program
was put forward as embodying the
major matters upon which civil
service employees should concen-
trate their efforts:

1. Economical and Efficient State
Service.

2. Safeguarding of Civil Service
Rights.

3. Early Abandonment of Salary
Cuts to Meet Advancing Living
Costs.

4, Abolition of Long Day and
Week.

5. Protection of Retirement .Sys-
tem.

6. Complete Organization of All
State Employees.

The following officers
elected by unanimous vote:

W. F. McDonough, President,
Dept. of Agriculture and
Markets

Beulah Bailey, Vice President,
Dept. of Education

Helen E. O’Neill,

were

Secretary,

Dept. of Agriculture and
Markets
Frank O. Bauer, Treasurer,

Dept. of Mental Hygiene
Continued on Page 2

Patriotism First

Samuel Gompers, the great leader of organized workers for many
years, was recently honored by a monument memorial erected in the City

of Washington.

Speaking at the dedication of the Memorial, President

Roosevelt said with reference to Mr., Gompers' loyalty during the war

period :

“We are engaged in another war,
and I believe from the bottom of
my heart that organized labor is
doing its share to win this war.
The whole of the country has a
common enemy; industry, agricul-
ture, capital, labor all are engaged
in fighting it. Just as in 1917, we
are seeking to pull in harness. In
the field of organized labor there
are problems which have to be
settled quickly and effectively in
order to prevent the slowing up
of the general program. There
are problems of selfish individuals
who seek personal gain by run-
ning counter to the calm judgment
of sound leadership. There are
hotheads who think that results
can be obtained by noise or vio-
lence; there are insidious voices
seeking to instill methods or prin-
ciples which are wholly foreign to
the American form of democratic
government. There are those who
think in terms of dollars and cents
instead of human lives. The over-
whelming majority of the workers

understand as do the overwhelm-

ing majority of the employers
of the country, that this is no
time to seek special privilege,

undue advantage, or personal gain
because of the fact of a crisis. Like
the duly constituted officials of
your government, we must put
and are putting patriotism first.”

The sentiments expressed by the
President in this special message
to organized workers find ready and
enthusiastic endorsement in this
Association. Unselfishness must
prevail if we are to build now the
sound foundation of social prog-
ress. No need to pass again
through the dark valley of distress
and want. The slogan “We Do
Qur Part” is a lie and a deceit un-
less we stand solidly behind the
leaders in nation and state who
are planning permanent good for
all without class, political, racial
or religious discrimination. This
Association will always put patri-
otism first,

Stop Abuse of Veteran’s Preference

When the people of this State
adopted the Veteran's Preference
Amendment to the State Constitu-
tion in 1929, they intended honestly
to relieve deserving and disabled
men whose earning capacity had
been curtailed because of war
service. They did not intend that
the absurd claims for preference
based upon flat feet, nervousness,
bronchitis, and many other like
ailments often incurred long after
the war, should serve as a gang-
plank to public service for those
who were unable to qualify on the
same basis of merit and fitness re-
quired of all who enter civil serv-
ice.

It is impossible to ignore the

matter longer, for the reason that
not content with the amendment
referred to and the disgraceful
abuses attempted thereunder, there
is to be submitted to the voters at
the election in November another
amendment to the Constitution
which would break down the
merit and fitness requirements
still further and open New York
State and municipal positions to
those who were not citizens of the
State at the time of the war.

The Nation owes a distinct debt
to those who suffered disability be-
cause of war activities. It should
discharge this debt in the proper
way. It should not pay it at the
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‘make extravagant

Be Sure Before

You Insure

THOMAS ]J. CULLEN

Deputy State Superintendent of
Insurance

At various times the New York
State Insurance Department receives
inquiries and complaints concerning
organizations which are engaged in
the business of insurance but which
are not licensed by the Department
to transact business in the State of
New York.

The operations of organizations
not authorized to transact business
in the State of New York usually take
two forms in connection with the
approach or contact made with citi-
zens and residents of this State. In
the one class may be placed so-called
membership associations which care-
fully avoid the use of the words
“insurance”, ‘“assurance”, “indem-
nity”, ete., in their several titles and
which also avoid such words in the
circular matter used and the form
of contract issued. Most of these
so-called membership associations
and misleading
claims as to the advantages offered
through enrollment, which claims
too often receive favorable response
from a too gullible insuring public.
The New York State Insurance De-
partment has found it necessary in
some instances to proceed against
some of these so-called membership
associations through court action in
order to bring about their dissolu-
tion. In others where the domicile
is in a State other than New York
it is many times difficult to treat the
matter. These organizations have at
times actually placed representatives
within the State of New York to
solicit business; and from inquiries
coming to the Insurance Department
it is evident that citizens and resi-
dents of the State have been ap-
proached with the end in view of
acting as their representatives, The
Insurance Department has repeated-
ly pointed out that to represent any
unauthorized insurer in the State of
New York in the solicitation or pro-
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