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Exporting & Importing Dreamweaver Site Data with .STE Files

Web builders needing to transfer Web site management data (such as passwords,
usernames, and file structure) may encounter frustrating problems. If passwords or
usernames are lost or changed it can be extremely difficult to set up or repair FTP
connections. In the case of an emergency, such as when a computer crashes, or when a
new computer replaces an old one, the Web site data needs to be retrieved. Unless paper
records are kept, finding and setting up the site again can be stressful.

In addition, if it is necessary to give Web editing and access privileges to anew user the
setup of that user’s computer can be difficult and time consuming.

Dreamweaver has an export function that saves the Web site data to a specid file. That
file can then be kept as a backup to paper records and used to import the information for a
new setup. This document explains how to export and import site data with this special
Dreamweaver file.

In this tutorial we will use Dreamweaver CS5.5 set with the Classic user interface. The
steps are procedures are very similar in Dreamweaver CS6. Older versions have the
ability to import and export this same data, but the panels and screen may look
significantly different.

Exporting Site Data

Start Dreamweaver then click Siteonthe Menubar. Adrop & newste.

down list will appear. It isillustrated on the right. {4 ManageSits...

Reports...

Synchronize Sitewide...
Check Links Sitewide Ctrl-F8
Change Link Sitewide...

e Advanced »

h Site-Specific Code Hints...
D

Mobile Applications »
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Click Manage Sites on the list. The Manage Sites
Manage Sites panel, shown on the right,
: - IMC Site 2006
will be dISp| ayed Intro 1IJ:| HTML 5 and C55 3 =
My Mew Site

Highlight the Web site for which you want Edit...
to export information. —
Remove

Export...

Import...

A

Click the Export button. The

Export Site panel, illustrated on Savein: | pef - 0 @
the right, will appear. - Name ’ Pate modified s ype
Rece’:ﬁace; . _notes 8/23/201211:21 AM  File folder
A suggested name will be u
displayed in the File Name space. Desktop
If you wish, you may enter a =
better name Ll.l;‘rar-les
. . A
Note that the file name extension T
is.ste. Thisisimportant to @
remember. Nework |
File name: My _Mew_Site ste -
. Save as type: ite definition files (* ste! -
Navigate to where you want to e [Bedddoniescae ]
save thefile.
Click Save.

NOTE: Some people will safely store the .ste file on a thumb drive so that they can
retrieve it in an emergency. But, do not saveit in a place that is easily accessible by
unauthorized persons. Thisis a very important file.

NOTE: In earlier versions of Dreamweaver you may be asked to choose between two
versions of the .ste file. One version will include passwords, the other will not. The one
with the passwords will be noted as a * backup.” This so-called backup version is almost
always the most useful.
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Importing Site Data

The site data that isincluded in the .ste file lists the usernames, passwords, local root
folder, server details, and other information that was used to set up the Web sitein
Dreamweaver. It is easy to use the .ste file to prepare the site on a new computer or to
restore it in the case of an emergency, such as a hard drive crash.

Start Dreamweavey.

Click Site on the Menu bar.

Select Manage sites from the drop down list.

Click the Import button. The Import Site navigation panel opens.

Navigate to the location of the .ste file you wish to import.

Click Open.

Dreamweaver will import all the data for the site. Thiswill include usernames,
passwords, and site structure.

Check the Set Up

Dreamweaver will have imported the data for the site exactly asit was recorded in the
stefile. This may or may not pose some minor problems, so now you must check to
make sure the information is correct.

If the Manage Sites panel is not open, click Sites on the Menu bar.

Select your Web site in the Manage sites pandl list.

Click the Edit button.

Site

1 I H i f all of the files and
The Site Setup panel, illustrated on the right, senver e e
. . Version Control computer where you store and work on files, and a remote folder on a server
WI I I be dl q)l a}/aj_ b Advanced Settings where you post the same files to the web.
Here you'll select the local folder and a name for your Dreamweaver site.
Site Name: | LVARCIETS |
Check to make sure that the local site root Lot e Foldrs [ gV o S ool 8

folder is correct. For instance, in the original
setup the local root folder may be named “My
New Web Site” and be in the Documents
folder of the computer. But in the new set up
you may wish to put the root folder in anew

place called “Web Projects.”
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Whatever the case may be, make sure that the site root folder isin the proper place on the
computer. If you have made changes, click Save.

Now you can download the site files from the host server using Dreamweaver’s Get and
Put FTP functions. Y ou will have total control over the site in amanner identical to how
it was previously.

For more information about Dreamweaver Get, Put, and FTP see our handout “ Setting Up
Dreamweaver for FTP and Ste Management.”
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