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TH& STORY OF GiR&TH

apigode I

Vrasden Refrailn (Pursifal): Right wrong! TFollow ye the Gleam.
Chodir.

vesne I, &lection of arthur se¢ King.

Archblshop and neblss appzur arguing as to who is ‘the logical
waldate for the throne Archbishop listens to two aspilrants but does
ROt seem satisfiled. Marlln appsars followed by the young boy Arthur
whom ha presents to the archbishop as th: rightful heir. The arch-
Llshop accepts arthur as rightful succsssor to the throne.
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In the meantim2 two olves magicelly appe2ar wnd placse b
cathadral a rock im which is thrust a sword.

aLEF DANCA

As the archbishop.. l2avas the cathedral h2 2gspizs the mystsrious sword.
[t b2ars an inscription indicating that the on2 who can withdraw it

from the rock is rightful king. The archbishop offers thanks for the
miraculous sign. Merlin, knowing that Arthur is still too young to
assume the throne, k=2eops him 1Lom trving to withdraw it. The other
aspirants try uns uoc,osiquy to withdraw the sword. Th2 noblss disperse
l9aving the common p20ple playing gamss on the lawn. '

COUNTRY GARDENS. (Percy Grang2r) Morris Handkerchief Dance.

Arthur and his brother Kay ar= on th2ir way to & tournamant. Kay
a clownish, awkward kind of fellow who stumbles and in falling
aks his sword A crowd goon assembles. Sir Kay triss to geot
advice as to what h2 shall do. Someone suggasts his sending: hom° for

ther sword. H2 sends Arthur, indicating that he is to mske groat

ADrasden Rafrain. (Rapsifal)e ws o & v b ml s eee e B EReTe

Arthur, on his way hom2, must pass thz cathedral and upon seeing .
| the sword in the rock, withdraws 1it. M2 tukes it to Sir Kay.
Nk
Scene IV.

Sir Kay examin2s the sword critically and by thie help of his
friends he finally discovers that it is the mystical swora with th=2
inscription that indicatss that its ownsr shall b2 king. He pompously
proclaims himself king, demands homag2 from his frisnds, and goes back
to the cathedral to d2mand his 1 JgLLu.

Srane V. Scene bafore the cathiedral.

The archbishop, lords, and M2riin come from the cathedral to
discovaer the cause of such commotion. .The archbishop is skeptical
about Sir Kay's claim. He rsplaces th2 sword in, the rock and asks Sir
Kay to prove his claim by withdrawing it. Alter the sword is resplaced .
nelther Sir Kay nor the other lords can withdraw it. Finally 8ir Kay .
hnes to tell that it was Arthur who withndrew the sword for him. Arthur
| aoskad to try again. He withdraws tha nuorn 2asily. He is then
noelaimad by all as thz rightful king. Whils the archbishop is crowning
Arthur, the cholr cuants,
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éplsode LT,
Seang L. 4 nalghboring province,--The homz of Gareth.
Gursth, the youngest son of GQuaen Ballieant (sister of A rthur),

yishas to receive permissicen from his mother to go to serve Arthur.
one at first refusas but latsr reluctantly gives permission.
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Scene II.

(A numbsr of years have elapsad since the last scene. Arthur has
become a well established and just king.) King Arthur is sitting on
his throne meting out justice, receiving fealty, and looking after the
details of government that go with his office.

SWORD DANC&

Among thes psople admitted to his presence is a tall, broad-
shouldered young man who s2ams tnable to support hims=s1f unless he
leans on men's shoulders. He is Gareth, King Arthur's nephew who comes
in disguise and unrecognizsd by the court of Arthur.

King Arthur: "What boon cravs you from our court?” :

Gareth: "Sir, I cravs three gifts that are within reason. First, will
ye give me meat and drink sufficient for twelvemonth, and at that day
will I ask you my other gifts."

Arthur triss to encourage him to ask for mors but he rsfuses. He
is turned over to Sir Kay, who is now steward of King Arthur's kitchen.
Arthur asks Sir Kay to treat Gareth well but Sir Kay scorns and mocks
him saying that he is doubtless a villain. Sir ° Lanczlot takes Gareth's
, part against Sir Kay, reminding him that he was mistaken in the char-
acter of another knight. Sir Kay replizs that he is not mistaken in
this man who wants only brsad and drink. In derision he calls Gareth,
for want of knowing his nam2, Sir B=aumains.

S cens III. Kitchen of Sir Kay.
A .+ BRUFTY TUFTY--An &nglish Folk Danc?2

Kitchen knaves arz szated at tables with Sir Beaumains (Gareth)
in the meansst position and with ths poorest szrvice. 8ir Kay encour-
ages the kitchen knaves to make fun of B=2aumains. They mimic his
fighting, his attituds, his conduct, laughing hesartily. ©Sir Lanczslot
appears. He stands in the background for a moment and thsn comes to
th2 front, putting the kitchen knaves in their place.

Drasten REEYRELN ST R o teve: it ks Gl w sl ter et Rd e e kD AR e v B ZNOAD
He gives Gar=th meat and drink and thsn takes him from the kitchen.
Scene IV. Whitsuntids at Arthur's Court.

King Arthur is sitting in state receiving complaints from the
oppressed whose wrongs h2 has sworn to right.

BEAN SATTING--~A Morris Stick Danc2

A lady (Lynette) appears asking the king for hslp. Her sister is
held against her will in her castls and is preventsed from lsaving by
powerful knights who k=ep all who have so far attsmptzd to free her
from doing so. The king asks her name. She refusss to give it.
Arthur says h2 cannot s2nd a knight on a quest for an unknown person.
Beaumains, who has besen standing in th=2 background, comes forwaed and
offers to go on thz qusst. H=2 reminds th2 king that on this day his
twelvemonth has expired and it is propsr for him to ask two gifts.
Onz is that he be allowsd to go on th2 qu2st. Th= other is that he
may b2 knighted by Sir Lancslot alonz2. The king grants his request.
Ths damszl, who has askad for help, scorns a kitchen knave for her
knight., She l=2aves ths castle in anger. Gareth (Beaumains) rides
after her. OSir Kay awkwardly runs after him that he may torment
Gareth. Lanceslot follows in case Garsth may n2ed h=lp.

Episoda IIT

Wraggle Taggle Gipsies--a song . « . . . . . . slel el L v ChOTS

Scane 1.

Lynette and Gareth have stopp2d to rzst their horses. She walks
disdainfully away. Gareth follows at a respsctful distance. Sir Kay

overtakes them and picks a quarrel. Gareth beats him very badly and
sends him back to Arthur'!'s court.

Dragden. ROLraln. -« 4w 4 o b 3 a al ey 32 Gl ke b abea . Chodn

Sir Kay hobhlss away. Lynetts scorns Gareth for thinking himself
proficient for overcoming the kitchen stawart. Lancelot appears in
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disguis2 and picks a quarr:l with Garzth. Ths3y ars equa}ly matched
in their fight. After a time Lancelot reveals his identity telling
Gareth, now that h2 has tzstsd Gar=zth's strezngth, he would raturn
because Garsth is sufficisnt to overcom2 any on2 wnom he may 2sncoun-
ter. As Lancz2lot departs, a man in tatters com2s to Garsth asking
help. H2 has b22n b=2aten by six robbsrs who ar2z svzn now & short
distance away in thes forest. Th2 robbers slink out thinking to over-
com2 Gareth but h2 is more than their =2qual. H2 kills two and
frightens th2 otha2rs so that they drag off the bodiss of their com-
radses and make an 2scape.
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Lynztte continues to scorn Gareth, saying that he smells of the
kitchen.

Scene II. Meeting the Black Knight.

As Gareth and Lyna2tte proceesd, they me2t a Black Knight. Lynette
urges Gareth to fl=ze for his 1life. He r=fuszs. Shz teslls thes Black
Knight not to fight with this fellow. Hz is not a knight but a mers
kitchen knave, who sm2lls of victuals. Thz knight asks her to yizld
in as much as th2 knave cannot fight. Ang=sr=d, Garsth b=zgins to fight
and in th2 =nd wounds thz Black Knight. Lyn2tte still scorns Gareth.
The Black Knight ridzs away to . Arthur's court to swear fealty.

Scene III. M=2eting ths Grzen Knight.

As Lynztt2 and Garzath proce=d they m22t a Gresn Knight with 10
men. Lyn2ttz asks him not to fight Gar=2th in as much as hz is a kit-
chen knav=2. ©She says he overcams thz Black Knight by accident and is
not 2qual to fighting th2 Grz2n Knight. Gar=sth b2gins to fight and
ovarcomzs the Grz2zn Knight until h=2 b2gs for msrcy. Garsth refusss
unless Lyn2tts requ=2sts it. She makss the2 requ2st and Garzth saves
thz Knight. Her scorn of Garath calls further indignation from the
Grezn Knight who says that Garz2th is a worthy man and he will give his
10 m2n to watch ovar hin.
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ne IV. At thz Castls of Lady Lynors.

.

As Garsth and Lynstts approach the castlzs thsy meet a Red Knight
who mistakes Garsth for his brother the Black Knight. Lynette tells
the Red Knight in scorn of Garsth's achievemesnts and calls upon him to
avenge the wrongs don2 to his brothsrs, the Black and Grezn Knights.
Garsth r2bukes Lynesttz for her sharp tongue. She begs forgivensss and
shows indications that shz2 has com2 to think very highly of Gareth.
Garsth grants her forgivan2ss and challzng=ss the Rad Knight to fight.
Th2y ars equally matchzd but just as Garsth is being ovzrcome by the
supz2rior fighting of th2 Ra2d Knight, he seds at a castle window the
beautiful facs of Lady Lynors whe is applauding and trying to encourage
hinm.
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Th2 Red Knight asks Garath to yield, t2lling him that otherwise
he will soon b2 hanging from the tree. T h2 3ncouragement from Lady
Lynors causes Gar2th to rznsw his attack and he ovzarcome2s the Red
Knight. He bzgs for mercy but Garzath reofuses unless Lynstte makes the
raquest. He 1s saved and preomises to go to King Acthur's Court to
makz restitution for his wrongdoing. Lyn2tt2 brings from the castle
her imprisoned sist2r. Th2 ladies unarmour thz weunded knights, and
look after thzir wounds. Gareth avows his love fo Lady Lynors and she
t2lls him that she has fallzn in love with him

épisode IV
Scane I. King Arthur's Court.
Arthur, in stat2, is recesiving fzalty from lords who have been
ovaercome by his knights. First, come the wounded m=2n and four rob-

bers; next, the Black Knight and his msnj; then the Green Knight and
his men; then th2 R2d Knight and his followers.
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scene I7.

£ . 2. . Bellicent, the qu2en of Orkney, who is Arthur's sist2r and
_Gareth's mother, com2s to inquirs Ffor her son. Sh2 lzerns from Sir
Kay that h2 has bzen made a kitchen knave. Sh: is very indignint with
h3r brother. Arthur and his court are surprissd te lsarn th3 identity
of Beaumains. Sir Lencelot says 2 l2arnsd, when he followad Bsau-
mains, of his identity. :

Gareth enters and is recaived reoyally by his mother, King Arthur,
and Sir Lanc2lot. Lady Lynors, her gister, and har train comz in to
swear fealty to tha Klng He osks vhather she will cheoos2 Ifroem the
knights one whom sh2 wishes for hur kuabunu. Shz ta2lls th2 king that
shi2 will marry the man who conducts himself the b2st in th2 tournamant.

Scene TI11. The Tournament.
Sir Thomas of Winesbury--@nglish Felk Song. . » . . . . . . . Chorus

The men of Arthur's Court exnibit their skill in feats of strength
such as tumbling, wres tling, and fencing. Gareth proves hims2lf
superiaor in tilting. The king asks Garath whathar he will marry Lady
Lynors. Garath replies that he had loved he2r from the first moment he
had seen her. Lady Lynors tells the king that sh2 will marry no one

slse if she can not marry Ggrﬂtn. The king gives his blessing, the
archbishop performs th2 cer2monies, and Gar2th'!'s mother indicates
pleasure. The king indicates that those whom Garsth has ovsrcome ars
to swear fealty to Garsth. They do so. Games and festivitiss follow.

MAY POL& DANC&

PROCaSSION O TH& PAGSANT




